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Have you ever been fishing?

Did you say, ‘“Yes”? Well, this
book is for you. But wait! Don’t
worry if you've never been
fishing. This book is for YOU,
too. At BASS, we know that
fishing is fun, and we made

this book to tell you all about
our favorite sport. But we also
know what’s most important ...
your SAFETY. We want you to
be safe AND have FUN! This

is where grown-ups come in.
Always go fishing and boating
with grown-ups. And always
ask a grown-up
to help you with
your fishing gear.

L,
Our friend Gil W
asked us to let him
guide you through our book.
More than anything, he wants
to teach you about fishing,
boating and clean, healthy
waters.

Dear Grown-Ups:

There is nothing quite as special or
rewarding as spending time with a child
in the outdoors. Add water and the ad-
venture of fishing, and it only gets better.

BASS Fishing Fun & Faets has
been created to stimulate young minds
and their love of things wild, as well as to
introduce them (and you) to the basics
of fishing and boating, natural resource
conservation, and safety.

Wander through the pages with children
as they learn about bass, types of fishing
gear, and the importance of protecting

Thank you Madison Hall — for helping Gil find his name.

Look for Gil inside. Along the
way, he’ll tell you what to do.
And he’ll share BASS Fishing
Fun & Facts, too!

When you're finished with the
activities in your book, be sure
to fill out the certificate on
the last page. Have a grown-
up sign the bottom te make
your award official. Then, ask a
grown-up to help you cut it out,
so you can hangitupina
favorite place.
« Remember:

v GO with Gil! He puts the
FUN imFISHING.

All our best,
Your BASS Fishin’ Pals

our waters and aquatic resources. Once
children see how easy and how much fun
fishing can be, they’ll be hooked.

Learn along with them and when they
have completed all the activities in
BASS Fishing Fun & Faets, help
them cut out and complete the “Official
Certificate’ on the last page.

Then, take a child fishing -
and remember Fishing is Fun!
Sincerely,

Noreen Clough

BASS Conservation Director




Life
ets: They Float.

Fishing
and boating
are fun. But
remember, safety Kevin and
always comes his mom are
first! having tons of
fun fishing for

Bass. They’re

wearing life
jackets, so they
don’t need to
worry because
they’re very
safe.

When Connect
in a boat, the dots. Then, color

always wear the picture of Kevin (‘?
a life and his mom -
jacket — and fishing. Will they
never go catch a giant
boating bass? You decide!

alone!
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4 What foods can
Food kids eat to grow big
€hain & and feel strong?
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Crayons ready!?
Insects and worms . Use some color

eat the plankton, zooplankton to bring this Food
; and small sticks and leaves ,' .
| Chain to

floating in the = [ -,
N life!

~ For fish to get big, X o

they have to eat insects, crawfish and other

small fish. The more the fish eat, the bigger
they will grow.
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LEe od 1 11 Y SO How long can
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and learn why
some people call

. 4 ‘the largemoutha =~
_u""'“";f The largemouth thf AL b e ":g\
green bass.” 2. 4

] is the biggest of all |
the bass. They live in /8 f
every state except Alaska. - J \
Largemouth bass like to
live around weeds and
stumps under water.




4 - == Emal A 1
[, -
-~ o

I.argemouth

| swam
upstream to visit
some friends. Help
me find my way
back to the

Largenmauth
HMaze



Color by number and
learn why some people
~ » call the smallmouth a

“bronzeback™ or a
"’ “brown bass.”




find all the
smallmouth on
this page? Circle
each one. Then,

color all of these
fish.




- My friends and |
live in or around the lake. We all need the
lake’s clean water because this is where we
find our food. Some of us drink from the lake.
Some of us swim in the lake. Some of us spend
all day in the lake, but some of us like to walk

R
(L 2




| don’t leave footprints, but
some of my neighbors do.

Follow the tracks and é
count the footprints.

Look closely. Some

of the tracks may
look alike.

Point to the
animal that can
fly over the lake.

/ : 29 l l
Whe's
4L There?



X ;Jﬁm que‘smons | don’t have Iegs'l‘d A
__ ,31 mu So, how does a bass like me

: “mcve aroun‘éltZMYou eat ice cream
‘and "Spcorn but what do bass

hke to snack on!? So what
" do you know about

Sometimes
kids wear
raincoats or
winter coats.
What kind
of coat does
a bass

wear?
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Flsh don't have ’

- lungs like you.
They get air by

& moving water

. thz‘ough their
- gills. That is why

~ we have to keep
ik “'-our Jakes and
rweﬁkieﬁn
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name for a tiny fish?
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What's another
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What
Hids Like
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a blue line

the plate on each napkin
Draw a red line to the
things that kids like to
eat, and draw

to the things

that bass like
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A1 1 Can you find the animal [ agqu Jb[éce Gl
11! that does not belong in ’f%ﬁﬂ(@%o?ﬁé’nd :
our underwater time? Like a soft
world? bed or a fort or a
favorite chair?

* Sz Bass have qmet places’ just l:ke you.

5Z \under Illy pads Wt?‘feel safe under |
ShARd we'like to'swish ourfins next to r
5] ks or leﬁ’t%?n(:ﬁwlcok for us in y
- bUr sécretaplaces Under cover is ‘ ’ ' t g |
FIE R "-Whe?'e-well be. F " |

How many of us
do you see?







ass ¢ind

Sometimes bass are hard to find,
So use your eyes and use your mind.
How many bass do you see!

'

My bass

friends live on rocks,

in grass and by fallen
trees. Circle all the bass
you can see.

SSBQ /| Homsuy <€




Take

What To

Match the items
by drawing lines
from the shadows
on Tom’s list to the

supplies

Tom and Emily
are going fishing for
the day. Tom made
a list to help them

remember all the
supplies they need
to pack. Help them
find everything on the list
before they leave
home.

first aid kit . . .

sunscreen ....... A

hooks . .

fishing rod . . ..

fishing line......

life jacket ...



eat,too but 1f you a
hungry. please put

e

Doaters expiore

a] il ] -
~ the lake. How

many bass do

" Chey “catch
~nd rele _.__.-"

21
€atch &
Release
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Tons of fish are caught every year on fake
tiny fish or fake worms or fake bugs.
These are called lures. They don’t get
your hands all slimy and you can

use them over and
over, unlike

3 Ahwmrs

real fish and P ) BRES HJ
B

worms

and bugs.

= ==
"_ -~ ’

# 7 erankbaits ok ic | >
a tiny fish with a big, fat lip. The lip
[ helps the bait swim deep in the water. These |}
22 A, lures wiggle and have a bunch of hooks

Fake ~ to help catch the fish. ¥ 4
*Em Out! § ~ - -

--——_-‘

Fake ‘Em Out!/ A &

of the best lures you can use
to catch fish. They are made of |
plastic and come in all sorts ¢
~ of crazy colors. r= 4

/‘

/ Topwater \
4 luresarefuntouse \
because you get to

watch fish eat them on top
of the water. Some pop, |
some glide, some spin
and some gurgle, and
they can be almost any
\ shape. V4
~ v’
-~

= ot o S
7 Spinnerbaits ~
have one or two blades on them S
/ (that kinda look like spoons), a wiggly \
skirt and one big hook. In the water,
a spinnerbait looks like several
N tiny fish swimming V4
~ together. >
- oy - o = - ar

Which of these
_I_ures ALWAYS
floats on the water?
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There are four
favorite types of
lures for catching
fish. Below, draw
and color your very
own lure of each

Draw Your
Own Lures
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spinning and baitcast. Here, you will learn a little
about each reel.

N~ Pick a rod and reel.
\ TN Then, follow the fishing line
N\ ~ to see which fish you caught.
L _ R Good Luck!
-
— ~ \
)
--' > |
T
————
/
\\ B
¥y . -~ _
-~
&)
! . / ~ 7
) Spinning =
Spincast This reel is cool because you
This reel

can use it with either hand
by moving the handle.
Just flip the wire bail
out of the way, hold
the line with your
& finger, and cast.

is the easiest to
use. Just push the
button with your
thumb, and cast.

Baitcast
This reel is tough to use
because you have to keep your
thumb on the line so it doesn’t
get tangled. But once you get the
hang of it, this reel is fun.

B,




The only way to catch a fish is to get a lure in the water,
where fish live. There are three ways to do this. Funny
thing is, the words used to describe these ways to get
your lure in the water also mean other things.

Can you figure out where each word goes?

~ Color the matching

meanings, and fill
in the missing

CAST FLIP PITCH i
1. L

Do this when you
want to send your

lure only 3 to 5 feet
from the boat. ‘

Do this when you
want to send your
lure 5 to 15 feet
from the boat.

3. S

|
\ / Do this when you
want to send your
lure farther than 15
feet from the boat.
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| Can bass be
found here! If they can,

circle the happy face. ,;_"-1_.__‘;;!‘*-- A

Circle the silly face
A R
2o if you
see a bass
in a funny place.

v i Which can be found in
~ schools: kids or bass?
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Just For Fun, H

e ave a

Bllly In 'he Box good look at Billy in
.

the Box. Then, look at the
other pictures and see if you
can circle what’s different.
There may be many things
to circle in each new picture.
Keep your eye
on Uncle Billy.

Gil says: Wow!
By now you've
learned so much
about fishing and
about me, it’s

time to do

He sure IS NS
something JUST (RSB N S 2P ) )
FOR FUN. ' '

I'd like you to meet
someone new, my uncle, Billy Bass.
Uncle Billy is always playing tricks on me.

And on this page, he is trying to play tricks on you too!




P
& c@eatfu/ of Friends

Gil says: You don't live in the water, but | do, and so do other fish and animals.

The water is our home. It makes us sad when people visit our home

and leave a mess behind. Wouldn'’t you be sad and angry if

people visited your home and left it messy? We don’t like to
be sad or angry, so help us keep our waters clean.

This dirty
water hurts my gills.

It’s hard for me to breathe
A\ and swim. Please help
me. I'm so afraid!

—

NG Swimmin

LK\

| have a good
idea! Let’s work as a
team. We can clean up
the lake and make it a

healthy home. '

If our
lake gets dirty,
we can go to a
new one. But our
friend can’t leave /
the water. /.

He’s
. ) trapped. /




Oh my.
We got here just
in time. Look at
the mess!

We can
recycle used
fishing line and cans.

Will you help me find a
| recycling bin?

home wiill
be clean again
in no time.

Look how
much we can do
as a team!

are people so
careless? Garbage
does NOT belong

in the water.



Remember :

B« Garbage goes in
garbage cans.

B e Teamwork
. keeps our waters
A clean and healthy.

- | can recycle used
fishing line. /

On the water
with friends ...

There’s no
better way to spend a
sunny day.



Fish with a pro
and win the junior

Bassmaster World
| Championship.

Compete in local,

then state Junior

Bassmaster
events.

and advance to g, ko
. ¢ oc£ 2 g
the Junior World EGEN
Championshi 359
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(Your Name)

(Grown-Up’s Signature) (Date)

A Compete in
Learn how |Practice!
the MAP | |[to flip, pitch _...nnnmnnm _onnﬂ.mm_._..mmﬂm“nm
program. and cast. |Practice! events.




Pear Grown-Ups:

What'’s keeping your fam-
ily from enjoying a day of fun
on the water? Perhaps it takes
too much time to find ways to
involve the entire family or dis-
cover the perfect spot for fish-
ing or boating. If so, it's time
to visit TakeMeFishing.org and
rediscover how special time
on the water can be!

For fishing tips, TakeMeFish
ing.org gives you all you need
to know — from complete
information on how to fish and
what types of fish to catch, to
fishing regulations and license
information from all 50 states.
Print free resources, such as
fishing instruction sheets and
towing guides, directly from
the site.

At TakeMeFishing.org you'll
discover friendly and helpful
information about buying and
operating a boat — including
how to select the one that’s
right for you — as well as
boating safety and educational
resources.

Let TakeMeFishing.org help
you make your next boating
or fishing trip a safe, fun and
memorable family adventure.

Sincerely,

Your friends at the Recreational
Boating and Fishing Foundation
TakeMeFishing.org

The Last¢
€ast

Hurry! Go tell all your friends.
It’s a great day to go fishing!

Remember:

I. GO with GIL.
He puts the FUN in FISHING.
2. GROWN-UPS make fishing and

boating SAFE.
3. YOU can help keep our waters
CLEAN and HEALTHY.

For more information visit
www.bassmaster.com/kids




